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| Short and Eaſe Method. 


WITH IHE 


'DEISTS 


SIR, 


| I, W N Anſwer to Yours, of the Third In- 
ſtant, I much condole with you your 
Unhappy Circumſtances of being pla- 
ced amongſt ſuch Company, where, 
as you ſay, you continually hear the Sacred 
Scriptures, and the flſtories therein contain'd, 
particularly of Moſes and of ChriF, and all 
ReveaPd panes <7" turn'd into Ridicule, by Men 
| who ſet up for Serſe and Reaſon. And they 

ſay, That there 1s no greater Ground to be- 
lieve in Chr:#, than in Mahomet : That all 
theſe Pretences tg Revelation are Cheats, and 
eyer haye been among Pagars, Jews, Mahbome- 
tans, and Chriſtians : That they are all alike 
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Impoſitions of Cunning and Deſigning Men, 
upon the Creaulity, at firſt, of Simple and 
Unthinking People ; till, their Numbers en- 
creaſing, their Deluſons grow Popular, corre, 
at laſt to be eſtabliſh'd by Laws, and then the 
force of Education and Cuſtom gives a Byals to 
the Judgments of after Ages, till ſuch Deceirs 
come really to be believ'd, being receiv'd up- 
on Tru from the Ages foregoing, without 
examining into the Original and Bottouw of 
them. Which theſe our modern Men ofSerſc 
(as they deſire to be eſteem'd) ſay, Th#t they 
only do, that they 'only have their Judgments 
freed from the laviſh Authority of Precedents 
and Laws, in- Matters of Truth, which, they 
ſay, ought only to be decided by Reaſon - 
Tho? by a prudent Complyance with Popala- 
rity and Laws, they preſerve themſelves from 
Ozutrage-and Legal Penalties ;, for none of their 
Complexion are addicted to Syfferimgs or Mar- 
tyr dom. 

Now, Sir, that which you defire from me, 
is, ſome ſhort Topic of Reaſor, if ſuch can be 
found, whereby, without running to Authori- 
zies, and the intricate Mazes of . Learning, 
which breed long Diſputes, and which theſe 
Men of Reaſon deny by wholeſale, tho? they 
can give no Reaſon for it, only ſuppoſe that 
Authors have been trump'd upon us, Iterpola- 
ted and Corrupted, ſo that no ſtreſs can be laid 
upon them, tho' it cannot be ſhewn Fre 

they 
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they are ſo Corrupted ; which, in Reaſon, 
ought to lye upon them to prove, who al- 
ledgeit; otherwiſe it is not only a Precarious 
but a Gilty Plea : However, you ſay, it makes 
your Diſputes endleſs, and they go away with 
Noiſe and Clamour, and a Boaſt, That there 
is nothing, at leaſt nothing Certarn, to be ſaid 
on the Chriſtian ſide : Therefore you are de- 
ſirous to find ſome one Topic of Reafor, which 
ſhould demonſtrate the Truth of the Chriſtian - 
Religion, and, at the ſame time, diſtinguiſh 
it from the Impoſiures of HMahomet, and the old 
Pagan World ; that our De:/ts may be brought 
to this Te#.and be either oblig'd to Renounce 
their Reaſo,, and the common Reaſon of IMan- 
kind, or to ſubmit to the clear Proof, from 
Reaſon, of the Chriſtian Religion ; which muſt 
be ſuch a Proof, as no Impoſture can pretend 
to, otherwiſe it cannot prove the Chr;/tian 
Religion not to be an /mpoſture, And, whe- 
ther fuch a Proof, one ſingle Proof, (to avoid 
Confuſion) is not to be found out, you deſire 
to know from me. 

And you ſay, that you cannot imagine but 
there muſt be ſuch a Proof, becauſe every. Truth 
is in itſelf clear, and One; and therefore that 
One Reaſon for it, if it be the true Reaſon, 
muſt be ſufficient : And, if ſ«fficient, it is bet- 
ter than any; for ultiphicity confounds, 
eſpecially to weak Judgments. 


Sir, 
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Sir, yon have impos'd an hard Task upon 
me; I wiſh I could perform it: For tho? 
Every Truth is. One, yet our Sight is ſo freble, 
that we. cannot (always) come. to it diretly, 
but by many Irferences, and laying of things 
together. 

But I think that in the Caſe before us there 
is ſuch a Proof as you require; and I will ſet 
it down as ſhort and plarz as I can. 


IT. Firſt then I fuppofe, that the Truth of 
the Dofrin of CarisrT will be ſufficiently evin- 
ced, if the Matters of Fatt which are Recorded 
of him in the Goſpels be true; for His Afra- 
cles, if True, do vouch the Truth of what He 
deliver'd. 

The ſame is to be ſaid as to Moſes. If he 
brought the Children of frac! through the 
Red-Sea, in that miraculous manner which 1s 
related in Exodus, and did ſuch other won- 
derful things as are there told of him, it muſt 
neceſſarily follow, that he was ſent from Gop ; 
Theſe being the ſtrongeſt Proofs we can de- 
fire, and which every Dei# will confeſs he 
wou'd acquieſce in, if he Saw them with his 
Eyes. Therefore the Whole of this Cauſe will 
depend npon the Proof of theſe 2atters of 
FRE. - | 

I, And the Method I will take, is, fir/?, to 
lay down ſuch Rules, as to the Truth of Matters 
of Fat, that where they All meet, ſuch 24ar- 
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ters of Fatt cannot be falſe. And then. » ſecond- 
ly, to ſhew that all theſe R»les do meet in the 
Matters of Fatt of Moſes, and of Chrif ; and 
that they do not meet in the /arrers of Fatt 
of Mahomet, of the Heathen Derties, or can 
poſſibly meet in any Impoſtzre whatſoever. 

2. The Rules are theſe; 1ſt, Thar the Mat- 
ter of Fact be [uch, as that Mens outword Sen: 
ſes, their Eyes and Ears, may be Judges of ir. 
2. That it be done Publickly in the Face of 
the Wozld. 3. That not only Publick Mo- 
numents be kept up in mcemozy of it, but fome 
outward Actions to be perfozm'd. 4. © hat ſuch 
Monuments, and ſuch Actions oy Obſervances 
be Inſtituted, and dv Commence from the Time 
_ that the Matter of Fact was done, 

3, The two firſt Rules make it impoſſible 
for any ſuch Marrer of Fatt to be impos'd up- 
on Men, at the Time when ſuch Afarter of * 
Fatt was ſaid to be done; becauſe every 
Man's Eyes and Senſes would contradid it. 
For Example: Suppoſe any Man ſhou'd pre- 
tend that Yeſterday he divided the Thames, 
in preſence of all the People of London, and 
carried the whole Cry, Men, Women, and 
Children, over to Southwark on dry Land, the 
Waters ſtanding like Walls on both ſides : I 
ſay, it is morally impoſſible that he cou'd 
perſwade the People of London that this was 
true, when every Man, Woman, and Child 
cou'd contradict him, and ſay, That this was | 
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2 notorious Falſhood, for that they had not 
ſeen the Thames ſo divided, or had gone over 
ondry Land. Therefore I take it for grant- 
ed, (and, I ſuppoſe, with the Allowance of 
all the Deiſts i in the World) that no ſuchIm- 
poſition cou'd be put upon Men, at the time 
when ſuch Publick Matter of Fail was faid to 
be done. * T0 

4. Therefore it only remains, that ſuch 
Hatter of Fatt might be invented ſome time 
after, when the Men of that Generation 
wherein the thing was ſaid to be done are all 
paſt and gone; and the Credulity of After- 
Ages might be impos'd upon to believe that 
things were done in former Ages, which were 
nor. 


as much as the two firſt Ryles in the former 
Caſe ; for whenever ſuch a Matter of Fatt 
came to be invented, if not only Monuments 
were ſaid to remain of it, but likewiſe that 
Pablick A&ions and Obſervances were conſtant- 
ly us'd ever ſince the Matter of Fact was ſaid 
to be done, the Deceit muſt be detected, by 
no ſuch Monuments appearing, and by the Ex- 
perience of every Man, Woman, and Child, 

who muſt know that no ſuch A&#zors or Obſer- 
vances were ever us'd by them. For Exam- 
ple : Suppoſe I ſhould now invent a Story of 
ſuch a thing, done a Thouſand Years ago, I 


went, perhaps, get ſome to believe it : = 
I 


And for this, the two laſt Rules ſecure us: 


d 
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[if I ay, that not only ſuch a thing was done, 
but that from that Day to this, every Man, 
at the Age of Twelve Years, had a Joint of 
his little Finger cut off; and, that every Man 
in the Nation did want a Joint of ſach a Fin- 
ger ; and that this Ob/ervation was ſaid to be 
Part of the Matter of Fa# done ſo many Years 
ago, and vouch'd as a Proof and Confirmation 
[of it, and as having deſcended, without In- 
terruption, and been conſtantly pradQis'd, in 
memory of ſuch 2atter of Fat, all-along, 
from the time that ſuch MZarrer of Fat was 
done : I fay, it is impoſlible I ſhould be be-- 
liev'd in ſuch a Caſe, becauſe every one could 
contradict me, as to the Mark of cutting off a 
Joint of the Finger ; and that being part of 
my Original Matter of Fati, muſt demonſtrate 
| the whole to be falſe. 


III. Let us now come to the ſecond Point, 
to ſhew, that the Jarrers of Fatt of Aſes, 
and of Ch7i5, have all theſe Rules or 11zrks 
before mention'd ; and that neither the 1z- 
ters of Fatt of MMahomet, or what is reported 
of the Heathen Deities have the like ; and that. 
Lno Impoſixre can have them all. | 

1. As to Moſes : His reſcuing the People / 
of 1/rael ont of Egypt, in ſuch a wonderful 
manner, dividing the Red-Sea, &c, is not 
only told, but likewiſe that the Paſſover was 
then, at that very time, 1-ſt:tzred ; and that 

the 
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the Obſervation of it has continn'd from that 
time down all-along, in ail the Families of the 
Fews, in Remembrance of that miraculous De- 
liverance. To the ſame purpoſe was the 
Sabbath then commanded, Der. 5. 15. and 
ſeveral other public and ſolenm inſtitutions. 

Now. as it was impoſlible for 2ſes to have 
perſwaded Six hundred thouſand Men, that 
he nad bronght them out of Ezypr, through 
the Red-Sea, Cc, if it had not been true ; ſo, 
if ſuch a Story was invented in After-Ages, 
and the Obſervation of the Paſſ»ver, trom that 
time, ſaid to be part of the Marter of Fa, it 
muſt neceſJarily ſhew the whole to 'be falſe, 
becauſe when that Story was firſt invented, 
Every-body muſt know, that they had never 
obſerv'd any Paſſover in memory of ſuch a 


thing, or ever heard of it beforc ; and it be-* 


ing told, that as certainly as ſuch a thing was 
done, ſo certainly was ſuch a P:ſſÞver kept, 

and that not only by one or two, in a corner, 

but Publickly, and by the Law of the Nation, 
and in every Family: I fay, it is full as im- 
poſſible to make Men believe this, if it be a 
Lye, as to have perſwaded all thoſe Men out 
of their Senſes, at the time when the thing 
was ſaid to be done. For, ' let me ask, Is it 
not as impoſſible to make a whole Nation of 
Men believe that they had been all Circum- 


ed or Baptwwd, and did Circumciſe or Bapriſe' 


their Children ; that they kept, and always 
had 
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had done every Seventh-day ; a ſolemn Yearly 
Paſſover, &c. if they had never done any of 
theſe things ; 'and that they had not only 
kept theſe Obſervations, but likewiſe that they 
kept them in memory of what they had ne- 
ver heard of before that Day : I ſay, Is it not 
as impoſſible to perſwade Men to this; And 
is it not as much againft their Sexſes, as-well 


as their Reaſon, as to make them believe that 


they had paſs'd through a Sea, or any other 
Matter of Fatt that can be nam'd.? ' And the 
Truth of the firſt '2atrer of. Fatt ſaid to be 
done ſo many hundred Years ago, being ur- 
ged, when firſt invented, to be no further 
believ'd, than as theſe Obſervances have been 
known and practis'd ; and theſe publick Ob- 
ſervances being brought 'as a Proof and Confir- 


+ mation of the firft Matter of Fatt, it'is as much 


dgainſt the Senſes of that Age» wherein ſuch 
Story was firſt invented, to beheve it, as it 
was againſt the Senſes of thoſe who liv'd when 
ſach Story was faid to be done, to have be- 
liev'd it at that time. And therefore where 
any Matter of Fatt is attended with all the - 


| Ries and Marks before-mention'd, it is: as. 


} impoſſible to. invent it in any After-Ages, 


without a Diſcovery, as to have impos'd it 
upon the Sexſes of Mankind, at the time when 
it was ſaid to be done, | | 

2. Now, ſecondly, as to our Bleſſed Saviour, 


| his Works and Miracles, which are recorded 


of him in the Goſpels, are ſaid to be done Pub- 
lickly 
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lickly, wn the Face of the World, as he argu' 
to his Accuſers, / /þake openly to the world, ans 
7n fecret have 7 ſaid nothing, Joh. xviil. 20. It 
is told, Att. 1. 41. that” Three thouſand at 
one time ; and, AF, iv. 4. that about Five 
thouſand at another time were converted, 


upon Conviction of what themſelves had ſeen, a 


what had been done publickly before their 
Eyes, wherein.it was impoſſible to have im- 
pos'd upon them. Therefore here were the 
two firſt of the Rxles before mention'd. 

Then for the two ſecond : - Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Snpper were inſtituted as perpetual Me- 
morials of theſe things ; and they were not 1n- 
ſtituted in After-Ages, but at the very time 
when theſe things. were ſaid to be done ; and: 


have- beer-abſerv'd without Interruption. mn. 
all Ages, through the whole Chriſtian World; | 


down all the way from that time to this. 
And therefore, by what is ſaid above, it was 
as impoſſible to have impos'd upon Mankind 
in this matter, by inventing of it in After- 
Ages, as at the time when thoſe things were 
ſaid to bedone. 

3. The Matters of Fat of Mahomer, or what 
1s Fabled of the Heathen Deities, do all want 
ſome of the aforeſaid four Rules, , whereby the 


Certainty of Matters of Fatt are demonſtrated. 


Firſt, for Mabomer, he pretended to no 1'ira- 
cles, as he tells us in his Alcoran, c. 6, &c. and 


thoſe which are: commonly told of him paſs. 


among the Mahometans themſelves but as Le- 
genndary 
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gendary Fables ; and, as ſuch, are reje&ed by 


the Wiſe and Learned amongſt them ; as the 
Legends of their Saints are in the Church of 


Rome. See Dr. Prideaux his Life of AMahomet, 


PAg. 34. | 
But, in the next place, thoſe which are 


|. told of him, do'all want the Two firſt Rules 
- before mention'd. For his pretended Con- 


verſe with the 4007; his Heſra,orNight-jour- 
ney from Mecca to Feruſalem, and thence to 
Heaven, &c. were not perform'd before any 
body. We have'only his own Word for. 
them. And they are as Groundleſs as the 
Deluſions of Fox or Muggleton amongſt our 
ſelves. The ſame is to be ſaid (inthe ſecond 
place) of the Fables of the Heathen Gods, of 
Mercary's ſtealing Sheep, Fuprter's turning him-. 
ſelf into a Bull, and the like ; beſides the Fol- 
ly and Unworthineſs of ſuch ſenſeleſs pretended 
Miracles, And moreover, the Wiſe among 
the Heathen did reckon no otherwiſe of theſe 
but as Fables, which had a AAythologie, or My- 
ſtical meaning in them, of which ſeveral of 
them have given us the Rationale, or Explicati- 
on. And it 1s plain enough that Ovid meant 
No other by all his Meramorphoſes. 

It is true, that Feaſts, Games, and ſuch like 
Publick Inſtitutions were appointed in Memory 
of Bacchus, Ceres, and other of the Heathen 
Deiries : But theſe want the 4th. Mark.” viz. 
That ſuch Publick Inſtitutions ſhou'd Commence 
from the Time that ſuch A#ons which they . 

- Com- 
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Commemorate, were ſaid to be done. Other. 
wiſe they cannot ſecure after Ages from the 
Impoſture, by DeteQing it, at the time when 
firſt Invented , as hath been Argu'd before. 
But the Bacchanalia and other Heathen Feaſts 
. were Inſtituted many Ages after what was. 
'”  Teported of theſe Gods was ſaid to be done, 
and therefore can be no Proofof them. *_ 
iv. Now to Apply what has been faid, You 
may Challenge all the Dei/ts in the World to 
ſhew any. Action that is Fabulows, which . has 
all the four Rules or Marks before mention'd. 
No; it is impoſſible. And (to Reſume a little 
what is ſpoke to before) the Hiſtory of Exodus 
_ or the Goſpel cou'd never have been Recety'd, 
if they had not been True ; becauſe the In- 
 ſtitution of the Paſſover ,. of Bapriſm and: the 
\ Lord's Supper are there related, as emorials 
_ . then Commenced, and ſo to deſcend through 
the ſucceeding Ages : And (as faid before) 
it is full as Impoſſible to perſuade Men, that 
they had kept: Paſſovers and receiv'd Sacra- 
ments, if they had -not done it, as that they 
walk'd upon their Heads, went through Seas, 
or what you pleaſe. | 
And the:Truth of the Matters of Fatt of Ex- 
odus and the Goſpel, being no otherwiſe preſs'd 
upon Men, than as they have Practis'd ſuch 
Publick Inſtitutions ;, it is Appealing to the Ser- 
ſes of Mankind. for the Truth of them : And 
makes it. impoſſible for any to have Invented 
ſuch Stories in after Ages, without a was 1 
le 
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ble Detection of the Cheat when firſt invent- 
ed ; as Impoſſible as to have Impos'd upon the 
Senſe es of Mankind, at the time, when ſuch Pub- 
lick Matters of Fatt were ſaid to be done. _ 

V. I do not fay, that every thing which 
wants theſe four Marks is Falſe : But that no- 
thing can be Falſe which has thein Al. 

I have no manner of Doubt that there was 
ſuch a Man as Fulizs Ceſar, that he Fought at 
Pharſalia, was kill'd in the Senat-houſe ;, and 
many other Matters of Fa& of Ancient times, 
tho? we keep no Publick obſervances in Memory 
of them. 

But this ſhews, that the Matters of Fa& of 
Aoſes and of Chri# have come down to Us 
better Guarded than any other Matters of Fact 
- how True ſoever. 

And yet our Deiſts, who would laugh any 
Man out of the World, as an Irrational Brute, 
that ſhould offer to Deny Ceſar or Alexan- 
der, Homer or Virgil, their Publick Works and 
Aftions ; do, at the ſame time, value them- 
ſelves as the only Men of Wir and Senſe, of 
Free, Generous, and Unbya$t Fudgments for Ri- 
diculing the Hiſtories of Moſes and Chri#t, 

_ that are Infinitly better Atteſted, and Guard- 
ed with Infallible Marks , which the others 
want. 

VL. Beſides that the Importance of the ſub- 
j&& wou'd oblige All Men to Inquire more 
narrowly into the one than the other : For 


what conſequence is it to me, or to the 
| B World. 
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World, whether there was ſuch a Man as 
Caſar., -whether he Beat, or was Beaten at 
Pharſalia, whether Homer or Vi; gl wrote ſuch 
Books, and whether what is Related in the 
Tlizds or eAneids be: True or Falſe ? It is not 
Iwo pence up or down to any Man in the 
World. And therefore it is worth no Man's 
while to Inquire into it, either to Oppoſe or 
Fuſtifie the Truth of theſe Relations. 

' But our very Souls and Bodzes, both this 
Life and Eternity are concern'd in the Truth of 
what is Related in the Holy Scriptzres ; And 
therefore Men would be more Inquilitive in- 
to the Truth'of theſe, than of any other Mat- 
ters of Fac; Examine and Sift them Nar- 
rowly ; and find out the Deceit, if any ſuch 
cou'd be found : For it corcerd them Nearly ; 
and was of the laſt Importance to them. 

How unreaſonable then i is it to Reject theſc 
Matters of Fat, fo Sifted, fo Examin 4 and ſo 
Atteſied as no other Matters of Fatt in the 
World ever were ; and yet to think it the 
moſt Highly © Onr eaſmeble, even to Aaaneſs, 
to Deny other Aoiters of Fatt, which have 
not the thonſandth part of their Evidence, 
and are of no C onſequence at all to Us, whether 
Trne or Falſe ! 

VII. There are ſeveral other 7 Topicks, from 
whence the Truth of the Chriftizn Religion 
is Evinced to all who wilt Judge by Reaſon, 
and give themſelves leave to Conſider. As the 
Improbability that ten or twelve Poor literate 

: _ Fiſher= 


| 
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Fifher-men ſhould form a Deſign of Converts 
ing the whole World to Believe their Deluſs- - 
os + and the Impoſſibility of their EffeQing it, 
without force of Arms, Learning,Oratory, orany 
one viſible thing that could Recommend them! 
And to Impoſe? a Dotrine quite oppaſite to the 
Lnſts and Pleaſures of Men, and all worldly Ad- 
Uantages, OC Emnjoyments ! "And this in an Age 
of ſo Great Learning and Sagacity- as! that 
whereia the Goſpel was firſt Preached ! --That 
theſe Apoſtles ſhould not only undergo all the 
Scorn and Contempt. but the ſevereſt Perſecutions 
and moſt Cruel Deaths that could be inflited, 
in Atteiſtation to what-themſelves knew to be 
a mere Deceit, and Forgery of their own Con- 
triving |! Some have ſuffer'd for Errors, which 
they t hought to be Truth : But neyer any for 


} what themſelves knew to be Lyes. And the 


Apoſtles muſt know what they taught to be 
Lye-, if it was ſo, becauſe they ſpoke of wal 
things, which they {aid, they 

had both fee and beard . had AR. iv. 20. 
looked upca, and handled with 1 Joh. 1. I- 
their Hands, QC. 

Neither can it be ſaid, that they, perhaps, 
ight have Propos'd ſome Temporal Advan- 


| tages to themſelves, but miſ&'d of them, and 


met with Sufferings inſtead of them: For, tit 
had been ſo, it is more than Probable, that 

when they faw their Diſappointment, they 
wonld have diſcover'd their Corſp:racy ; elpe- 
cially when they might not only have ſaved 
B 2 their 
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their Frves,) but got Great Rewards for doing 
of it. © That not one of them ſhould ever have 
been' brought to do this! 
 'But this:is not all. For they tell us, that 
theirafter bid them expect nothing but Suf- 
ferings 4 this World. This 1s the Tenure of 
all that Goſpel which they taught. And they 
told the 6 to All whom they Corverrcd. So } 
thaf here was no Diſappointment. 

"For all that were Converted by them were 
Ge verred upon the Certain Expectation of Suf- 
ferings and bidden Prepare for it. Chrif#com- 
mended his D/ciples, to Take up their Croſs, 
and Follow Him : And told them, that in the 
World they ſhould have T; -ibulation : That 
whoever did not Forſake Father, other, Wife ql 


Children, Lands, and their very Lives, "could | 
not be his: Diſciples : That he who ſought *0 
fave his Life in this World, ſhould le it in 
the next. 

Now that this Deſpis'd Dof#r:ine of the Croſs |. 
ſhould Prevail ſo Vniver/ally againſt the A/-| + 
lnrements of Fleſh and Blood, and all the Blzn-| .. 
diſhments of this World : Againſt all the Rage| 7 
and Perſecution of all the Kings-and Powers 4 pr 

þ 


the Earth, muſt ſhew its Original to be D: 
vine ;, and'its Protettor, Almighty. What 1s it 
elMe, ' conld C ONGUEY without A-ms : > Perſuade| h 
without Rhetorick ; -overcome Enemies ; diſ-] 7 / 
arm Tyrants'; and ſubdue Empires without ope| © 


dofrtion ! ; 
Py vil. we * 
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VII. We may add to all this, the Teſtimo- 
nies of the moſt. bitter Enemzes and Perſeeutors 
of Chriſtianity, Jews, and Gentiles, tothe Truth 
of the Matter of Fatt of Chr it, lugh, as-Joſe> 
phus and Tacitns ; -of which the firſt. flouriſh'd 
about fourty Years after the Death,of Chris, 
and the other about ſcverty ,Years after-:, So 
that they were capable of Examining into & 
Truth, and wanted not Prejudice and. Malice 
ſufficient to have Inclin'd. them: to..deny- the 
Matter of Fatt itſelf of Chrift : But their, Con- | 
feſling to. it, as likewiſe Lucian,..Gel/azs,, P 
pheyrae, and Julian the Apoſtate ; the fan 
tans ſince, and all other Enemies af Chr: cftiani- 
7y that have Ariſen in the World, is an Un- 
denyable_ Atteſtation to. the Truth, of the 
Adatter of Fact, : 

IX.; Theie and- other T opicks, which. kave 
beeninſiſted upon þy thoſe who have;:Manag'e 
this Argument, cannot nor ought, not: to . be 
Denyid by any Man who: pretends tg Common 


- Senſe..:;oAnd it is very Lamentable ;tq, ſee a 


wide Moucb, 'a ſcornful, Nod, or Leer,..and a 
Noiſy. Effrontery,. Impatient of Argument or 
Contradzttion, carry it away with ſome Un- 


thinking People againſt all the Rea/or and: Au- 


thority. in the World !, only becauſe they fay, 
that notwjthſtanding of all your Probabilities, 


-however A-:jully laid together, yet it 1s ; Poſſi- f- 


ble to be: pers. og : And they Demand, for 


" Matters of Fatt long ſince Paſt, a Demonltra- 


tion from the ,ocmard Senſes of the Pr eſent 
B 3 Age. 
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Age. That is, that T ſhould See or Hear 
what was before I was'Born. Which is a 
Method they would Hoot at, if Propos'd in a- 
ny other Caſe. 

X. But tho' we cannot-/ce what was 26ne 
before our Time, yet by the Aarks which 1 
have laid down concerning the Certainty of 
Matters of Faft done'before our Time, we may 
beas mneh Aſſur'd of the Truth of * em. aSifwe 
ſaw them'with our Eyes ;: becauſe whatever 
Matter -of "Fatt has all the four Mak: before 
mention'd;could never have been vented and 
Receiv/d but npon the Convittion ofthe ozt- 
ward Senfes of All thoſe who did Receroe-it, as 
before is Demonſtrated. And therefore this 
Topick which I have Choſen, does ſtand upon 
theComuittion even of Mens out vard S zenſes. And 
fince you have Confin'd' me to ove Topick, I 
- have-not Infiſted upon the others which 1 have 

only Nam'd. 
*  XE.- And now it lies npon the Deiftif they 
- wou'd appear as Men of Reaſon, to! ſhew. ſome 
Matterof Patt of former Ages, which they Al- 


Jow' to'be Fre, that has greater Evidences of | 


'its Tyuth, than the Marters of Fait-6f- Moſes 
and' of Chri#t : Otherwiſe they cannot, with 
any ſhew of Reaſon, Reject the one, -and- yet 
. Admit of the other; | 7 

-  Byt TI have given them Greater” Latitude 
'than this, for I have ſhewr-ſuch-2arfs of the 
' Truth of the Matters bf: Fath of Moſes ax" of 
Chritt, as'no other Marrers of Fad: pry 
| | imes 
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Times, however Trze, have but theſe only + 


And I put it 7Pon them to ſhew any Forgery 
that has 4: theſe Marks. 
This 15a thort 7ſze. Keep them cloſe to 
this. This Determins the Cauſe All at Once. 
Let them Produce their Apollonizs Tyanerns, 


_ whoſe Life was put into Ergliſþbby the Execra- 


ble Charles Blount, and compard, with all the 
Wit and Malice he was Maſter of, to: the Life 


and Miracles of our Bleſſed Saviour: 


Let them take Aid from all the -Zegerds in 
the Church of Rome, thoſe Piozs Cheats, the 
ſoreſt Diſgraces of Chriſ'ianity; + and which 
have bid the faireſt, of any one:Contrivance, 
to overturn the Certaimy of the Miracles of 
Chri& and his Apoſtles, and whole Truth of 
the Goſpel ; by putting them All upon the 
ſame Foot ; at leaſt, they are ſo Underſtood 
by the Generality of their Dewvoroes, tho? Dif- 
owrn'd and Laneh'd at by the Learned, and Men | 
of Senſe among, them. 

Let them Pick and Chooſe ther moſt Proba- 


ble of all the Fables of the Heathen Deities ;, 


and ſee if they can find in any or All of theſe 


the four Marks: before Mention'd. 


Otherwile let them ſubmit tothe Irrefra- 
gable Certainty of the Chriſtian Religion, 
XII. But if, notwithſtanding of all 'that is 


ſaid, the. De: iſts will {111 contin That All 


this is but Prief- Craft, the Invention of 
Prieſts, for their own Profit . &c. Then 


they will give us an Idea of Prieſts far Dif- 


B 4 ferent 
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rent from what they Intend : For then, we 
mult look upon theſe Prieſts, not only as the. 
Cunmge#t and Wiſes of Mankind - but we 
ſhall be tempted to Adore them as Deities, 
who have ſuch Power as to Impoſe, at their 
Pleaſure, upon' the Senſes of Mankind, to 
make them believe, That they had Practis'd 
ſuch Publick Inflitutions Enafted them by Lews, 
taught them to their Ch;ldren, &c. when they 
had never done any of theſe things, or ever 
ſo mnch as heard of them before : And then, 
-Upon the Eredit of their Believing that they 
had done: ſuch things as they never did, to 
make them further Believe, upon the fame 
Foundation, . whatever they pleas'd to Impoſe 
_ypon them as to Former Ages; I ſay, fuch a 
Power as tlhiismuſt Exceed All that 1s Humane , 
and conſequently make Us Rank theſe Pricft's 
far above.the-Condition of Mortat-.. 

2. Nay; this were to make them outdo all 
that has ever been Related of the feral Pow- 
-ers : For tho” their Legerdemaine has extended 
-to Decieve: fome Unwary Beholders; and 
their Power-of working fome ſeeming Miracles 
has been Great, yet it never: Reach'd, nor 
-ever was ſuppos'd to Reach fo far as to De- 
ceive. the Senſes of all Mankind, 1m Matters 
of ſuch Publick and Notorious Nature as thoſe 
of which we-now ſpeak, to make them Be- 
"Heve, that they had Enacted Laws for ſuch 
Publick Obſervances,continually Pratis'd them, 

taught them to their Chilaez, and had been 
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Inſtrugked in: them themſelves, from thew 
Childhood. if they had never Enatted. Prattts '4, 
Tavgbt, or beer Taxght ſuch things. 

3. And as this Exceeds all the Power of Hel 
and Devils, Toris it more than ever God Al- 
mighty has done ſince the Foundation of the 
World. "None:of the Miracles that He' has 
ſhewn, or Belief which he has Requir'd to any 
thing that he has ReveaP'd, has ever Contra 
dicted the ourmard Senſes of any one Mann 
the World, much leſs of All Mankind toge- 
ther. For Miracles being Appeals to our ont+ 
ward Senſes, 1f they ſhould overthrow the Cer- 
#ainty of our outward Senſes, maſt Deſtroy, with 
it, all their own Certainty, as toUs; ſince we 
have no other way to Judge of a Miracle Exhi- 
bited to our Serfes, than upon the ſuppoſition 
of the Certainty of our Senſes, "upon which we 
give Credit to a racle, that] To ſhewn to ond 
Senſes. | 
4. This, by the way. isa yet Un-anſwer F 
Argument againſt the Aracte of T' ranſubſtan- 
tiation : And ſhews the weakneſs of the De+ 
fence which. the Church of Roe offers for it; 
(from whom the Socinians have lick'd it wp? 
and, of late, have Glory'd much in it amongſt 
Us) That the-Doctrins of the Trinity or Tacar- 
mation contain as Great ſeeming Abſurdities as 
that of Tranſubſtantiation : For I wou'd ask 
which of our Senſes is it which the DoQrins of 
the Trinity or [ucarnation do£ontradid ? is it 
our Seerng, Fearing, Fueling, Taſte, or Smell ? 

7 \Where- 


( 22 ] 
Whereas Trans-ſubfantiation do's Contradit 
All of theſe. Therefore the Compariſon is Ex- 
ceedingly ſhort., and out of Purpoſe. But to 
Keturn,. -' 5 

If the Chriſtian Religion bea Cheat, and no- 
thing elſe but the rverrion of Prieſts ; 'and car- 

ry:d on by their Craft, it makes their Power 
_ W:/dom Greater, than that. of Zen, Az- 
gels, or Devils -, and more than':God Himſelf 
eyer yet ſhew'd:or expreſs'd ;: to Deceive and 
FHmpoſe upon the Senſes of Mankind, in ſuch Pubs 
tick and Notorious Matters of Fatt, 

XHI. And' this Miracle, which the Deiſts 
| muſt run into to avoid theſe Recorded of 27-- 
fes and Chri, is much Greater:and more A- 
Toniſhing than All the Scriptures te} of There. 

- So that thefe:Men,. who Laughat All 7/:- 
. racles, are now oblig'd to! Account for the 
Greateſt of All,, How the Senſes of Mankind 
cou'd be Imposd upon 1n ſuch Publick Afuiters 
of ” ) 2 ASIC 

. And how then they make. the 4Pri reſts the 
moſt Contemptible of all Mankind, finge they 
make Them the ſole Arthors of this the Great- 
ex of Aracles ! 

”" XIV. And fince'the Deifts (theſe Men of 
Senſe and Keaſon ). have fo Yile and fear an 1- 
dea of the Prieſts of all Religions, why do they 
not Recover the World out of the Poſeſſion aud 
Government of ſuch Blockbeads ! Why do they 
ſuffer Xi»; and States to be led by Them ! To 


Eftabliſh their Deceits by Laws ;, and Inflict 
| Pee 
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Penalties upon the On” of them ! Let' the 
Deiſts try their Hands ! They have been Try- 
ing ; and are now very Buſie about it.- *And 
free Liberty they have. - Yet have they: not 
Prevaild; Nor ever yet did Prevail.in' any 
Civilid or Generous Nation. And tho* they 
have made ſome 7z-roads among the Horentots, 
and ſome other the Moſt Braral Part of an 
kind, yet are they ſtill Exploded, and Prieſts 
have and do Prevail againſt them, amGng&not 

only the: G*earest but Be$t Part of the World, 

and the Moſt Glorious for Arts, Learningya and 
War. * 2 \ 
XV..For as the Devil do's Ape God, in His 
Inſtitutions of Religion, lis Feaſts Sacrifice, CE. 
$0 likewiſe in His Prieſts.” Without whom, 
no Rehigion, whether True or Falſe, can-ſtand, 
Falſe Religion i is but a Corruption of the:True. 
The Tue was before it ;"tho' it follow'd&loſe 
.upon the Heels. The Revelation made: to Mo- 
es is Elder than any Zfory Extant: in 'the 
Heathen'World. The Heathens, in Imititi- 
on of Him; Pretended likewiſe to their Reve- 


Aations'y But I have given thoſe Marks which 
Diſtinguiſh them from the Trze ; None of 
them -have thoſe four Marks before nientio- 
-ned. -Now the Deifts think -all Revelations to 


be equally Pretended, and a Cheat ; and the 
Prieſts of all Religions to be the ſame Contrivers | 
and 7xglers; and therefore they Proclaim War 
Fquallyagainſt All: And are equally Engag'd 


to bear'the brunt of AL. And, if the Conteft 


be 
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be. only betwixt the Deiſts, and the Priefts, 
which of them are the Men of the Greateſt 
Parts and Senſe, let the Effetts determine it ; 
and let the De:/ts yield the Yiz&ory to their Con- 
zerors, who, by their own Confeſſion, carry 
All the World before them. 

XVI. If the Deifts ſay, that this 1s becauſe 
All the World are Bloc kheads, as wellas theſe 
Prieſts who Govern them ; that all are Block- 
beads, except the:Deiſt's, who Vote themſelves 
only, to be Men of Senſe : This beſides the 
Modeſty of it) will ſpoil their Great and Be- 
loved Topickh, in behalf of what they call Na- 
ternal Religion, againſt the ReveaP'd. viz. Ap- 
pealing to the Common Reaſon of Mankind : 
This,,they ſet up againſt Revelarion ;, think 
this to. be ſufficient for all the Uſes of Men, 
here, or hereafter,(if there be any After- 
State) and therefore that there is no uſe of 
Revelation ; this Common Reaſon they, advance 
As Tufallible, at leaſt, as the ſure# Ghide : Yet 
now: cry out upon it; when it turns againſt 
them-; when "this Cotmpon Reaſon-runs "after 
Revelation (as it alyraies has done) then Com- 
77a Reaſon is a BeaFt ;, and we mult look for 
Reaſon, not from, the Common Sentiments of 
Mankind, but only among the Bearx the De- 
afts { 

XVII. Therefore if the Deiffs would avoid 
the Mortification (which will be very uneaſie 
to them) to yield and ſubmit, to be ſubdwd 


and Hcw'd bw before the Prieſts, whom : 
a 
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all Mankind, they Hare and Deſpiſe ; if they 
would avoid this, Let them confeſs, as the 
Truth is, That Religion is no Invention of 
Prieſts, but of Dwv.ne Original : That Prieſts 
were Inſtituted by the ſame Author of Religion ; 
and that their Order is a Perpetual and Living 
Aonument of the Matters of Fa of their Religt- 
07, Inſtituted from the Time that ſuch Afarrers 
of Fatt were ſaid to be done, as the Levites 
from Moſes; the Apoſtles, and ſucceeding Cler= 
gy from Chri#, to this Day. That no Hea- 
then Prieſts can ſay the ſame: They were not 
Appointed by the Gods whom they ſerv'd,but 
by other ia after Ages, in Honour of thoſe 
Gods, They cannot ſtand the Teſt of the four 
Rules before mentioned, which the. Chriſt:ar 
Prieſts can do ; and they ozly. And it being 
told in the Aarrers of Fatt of Chris, that ſuch 
order of Prieſts were by him Inſtituted, and to 
Continue to the end of the World; if the 
Matters of Fatt of Chrif were Falſe, then 
whenever they came to be Invented, in after 
Ages, there cou'd be no ſuck Order of Chriſt;- 
an Prieſts ;, and the Matters of Fatt of Chris 
being preſs'd to be True, no otherwiſe than 
as there was (at that time when they: were 
Invented) not only Publick Sacraments (as be- 
fore has been urg'd) but a viſible order of 
Prieſts to Adminiſter them ; conſequently 
there being then no ſuch order of Men v:i/oble 
in the World, -muſt Demonſtrate the whole 
to be Falſe; and ſo make it Impoſſible to be 
Re- 
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Receiv'd ,, under the Circumſtances befote 
mention'd. 

XVIII. Now. the G hriſtian Priefibood, 46 In- 
ſtituted by Chriſt Hiniſelf, and continu'd by 
facceſſion to this Day, being as Impregnable and 
Flaarant a Teſtimony to the Truth of the 2:- 
ers of Fatt of Chris, as the Sacraments, Or a 
ny other Publick 7z//irrrion : Beſides that, if 
the Prieſthood were taken away, the Sacraments 
and other Publick T{titurions, 'which are Ad- 
miniſtred by their Hands m1 aſt Fall with them : 
Therefore the Dcwil has been moſt Buſie, and 
bent his Greateit Force,in all Ages \again{t the 
Prieſt-hood ; knowing that if 7 her g0 down, 
All go's with it. 

XIX. With the Der/ts, in this Canſe, are 
joyn'd the Ozakcrs and other of our D: ſes enters, 
viho throw off the Szceſſton of our , Pri: food 
(by which only it can be Demonſtrated) to- 
gcther with the Sacraments and Publick F: ru 
vals. Andift the Devil cou'd have Prevail'd to 
have theſe Dropt, the Chriſt;a» Xeligion wou'd 
loſe the moſt Underiable and Demons: "ati UVEC 
Proof for the Truth of the 7fatters of Fact of 
our $2v/0u7, upon which the Truth of His Do- 
&r;ne do's. depend. Therefore we may ſee 

the Arrificeand Malice of the Devil, in all theie 
Attempts : And let thoſe wretched 77ſtru- 
r:cts whom he Tenorantly (and ſome, by a 
Miſ-guided Zea/) has Deluded thus to Un- 
dermine Chriſtianity, now at laſt look back, 


and lee the.Szarc in which they have been ta- 
ken 
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ken ! for if they had PrevaiPd,or ever ſhou'd, 
Chriſtianity Dies with them, At leaſt, it will 
be renderd Precariows, as a thing of which no 
Certain Proof can be given. Therefore, let 
thoſe of them, who have any Zeal for the 
Truth, bleſs God that they have not Prevaild ; 
and quickly leave them ; and let all others 
be aware of them. 

And let us Conſider and Honour the Prieſt- 
hood, Sacraments, and other Pub- 
lick Inſtitutions of Chris, not 0nN- Mae ophonr | 
ly as Means of Grace, and Helps ver.s. © 12.9. ; 
to Devotion, but as the Great | 
Evidences of the Chriſtian Religion, 

Such Evidences as no Pretended Revelation 
ever had, or can have. Such as do Plainly 
Diſtinguiſh it from all Fooliſh Legends and In 
poſtures whatſoever, - , PE 

"XX, And now, laſt of all, if one word of 
Advice wou'd not be loſt upon Mea who think 
ſo Unmeaſurably of themſelves as the-Deiſts 
you may Repreſent to them, what a Conditi- 
on they are in, who ſpend their Life and Senſe 
which God has given them, in Ridiculing the 
Greateſt of his Bleſſings, His Revelations of 
Chris, and by Chris, to Redeem thoſe ſrom 
Eternal Miſery, who ſhall Believe in Him, and 
Obey His Laws, And that God, in His Won- 
derful Mercy and Wiſdom has ſo Guarded His 
Revelations,as that it is paſt the Power of Men 
or Devils to Counterfit : And that there is no 
Denying of them, unleſs we will be ſo Abſurd 

as 
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35to Deny not only the Rea 01; but the 'Crr- 
rainty of the outward Senſes, not only of 0e,,0r 
wb Or three, but of Mankind in Geueral. That 
this Caſe is fo very Plain, that, fothing but 
want of Thought can hindertity to Diſcover 
it. That they muff yield it to be ſo Plain,un- 
leſs they can ſhew ſome Forgery which has All 
the four 77-4: before ſet down. But if they 
cannot do this, they muſt quit their Cauſe, 
and yield a Happy Victory over themſelves : 
Or elſe fit down under all that Ignoniity with 
which they have Loaded the Fries, of being, | 
wot only the moſt Pernicions but (wh at will 
Gall them more) the moſt Fool. {i and 7: COnſidte 
*at of Mankind. 

Therefore let them not think it an under- 
valuing of their Worthineſs, that their whole 
Cauſe is Compriſed in leſs than two Sheets 


- of Paper: Aud; no More timebeſtow'd upon ; 
it: than it 1s worth. : 


July 17th, 
1997. 


